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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 PROJECT INTRODUCTION 

In December 2013, The Clancy Group Plc instructed Middlemarch Environmental Ltd to develop an 

Ecological Protection Plan associated with the proposed sewerage system and Wastewater Treatment 

Works at Mountfield in East Sussex. 

 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd has also carried out the following surveys on this site: 

 

Great Crested Newt HSI: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-01; 

Water Vole Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-02; 

Badger Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-03. 

White-Clawed Crayfish Habitat Assessment: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-

MME-115661-04; and, 

Dormouse Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-05. 

 

1.2 SITE INTRODUCTION 

The site is located in Mountfield, East Sussex and is centred at National Grid Reference TQ 744 201. 

The site is located within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty are areas of high scenic quality that have statutory protection in order to 

conserve and enhance the natural beauty of their landscapes. The proposed works involve the 

installation of a pipline through various areas between TQ 736 199 and TQ 741 197. As well as 

construction of Water Waste Treatment Works and a compound with pumping station. The area 

through which the pipeline route is proposed comprises a mixture of amenity grassland, improved 

grassland, semi-improved grassland, broad-leaved woodland, mixed wood, arable land, dense scrub, 

buildings and running and standing water.  

 

1.3 SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT 

The works are understood to consist of the following: 

 

 Installation of  1850 m of 150 mm diameter foul sewage with associated manholes; 

 Installation of lateral connections to individual properties to terminate in a demarcation 

chamber; 

 A new waste water treatment works on the recreation area adjacent to Solomon’s lane; 

 A new pumping station off Church lane; and, 

 A shared Package Pumping Station at Crossing Farm. 

 

Table 2.1 summarises the proposed works at different stages of pipeline.  
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Section Works Required 

Hoath Farm 
Section 
 

The foul sewer will run between IC01 across garden and rough grass area onto a consolidated 
track (IC 03) and yard area to MH 06.   
 
From MH06 it will run across an arable field to join a section of new pipe from IC07 going north 
to MH09.  This section of pipe is adjacent a defunct hedge at the rear of the gardens in an 
arable field and then onto an area of rough grass and tall ruderals.  
 
A breach in the hedge will be required between MH08A and MH09.  

Church Road 
Section 
 

From MH09 to MH12 the pipe will be installed in the existing road and verge (Church Road). 
 
A breach in the hedge will be required between MH12 and MH15. 
 

Hoath Hill – 
Solomon’s 
Lane (Rear of 
Properties) 
 

Between MH15 and MH21 there pipe will be installed in either the strip of rough grassland, tall 
ruderals and scrub to the rear of the gardens along Hoath Hill and Solomon’s lane or within the 
arable field. There will be lateral connections from this pipe into the rear gardens of Hoath Hill. 
 

Mountfield 
Children’s 
Plyground 
 

Between MH 21 to MH23 the pipe will run across the play area with improved grassland. It will 
require two breaches in the hedgerows. 
 

Solomon’s 
Lane/Hoath 
Hill 
 

Between MH23 and 31 the main is to be within the Solomons Lane road verge. (Lateral 
connections will be made to demarcation chambers in the front gardens). A separate arm will run 
from MH26 in Hoath Hill south down the road verge to MH27 and then east along Solomon’s 
Lane to MH31 where it will join the main section.   
 
There will be lateral connections to Demarcation Chambers in the front gardens of the properties 
facing Hoath Hill and Solomons Lane. 
 

Bonfire Field 
 

A breach in the hedgerow will be required between MH31 and MH41. This section of pipe will be 
within the improved grassland of the recreational field.  The pipe will terminate at the position of 
the proposed water Treatment Works (MH41A). 
 

Eatenden 
Lane 
 

A third arm will run from MH32 in the garden at Eatenden Lane to a MH33 in Eatenden lane 
itself north to MH38 (including a trenchless crossing of the railway line). A proposed Rising Main 

will run from Crossing Farm Shared Package Pumping Station to MH34. 
 

Eatenden 
Lane – River  
 

From MH 38 it will run east along a track to MH39 and then north east across the horse paddock 
to MH40 where it will then cross the stream to MH41 and then terminate at MH41A in the 
proposed Waste Water Treatment Works. 
 

Table 2.1: Summary of the proposed works 

 

1.4 ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION PLAN  

The philosophy behind the EPP is to minimise harm and negative impacts to wildlife currently 

occurring on site.  The strategy has been developed to positively contribute to local, regional and 

national environmental policy, with emphasis on the avoidance of harm and protection of local 

ecological assets.   
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2. CURRENT ECOLOGICAL INTERESTS 

 

2.1 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 

There are no statutory designated sites for nature conservation and one non-statutory within 1 km of 

the proposed works area.  

 

Site Name  Location  Distance and 
Direction  

Description   

Limekiln 
Wood 
Complex  

TQ722197  674 m west of the 
proposed sewer 
pipeline route.  

A series of woodlands dominated by ancient, semi-natural 
hornbeam coppice with occasional oak standards and some 
mixed coppice of ash and hazel and very occasional sweet 
chestnut coppice. These woodlands surround Mountfield 
Mine and a plaster mill, both belonging to British Gypsum.  

Table 2.1: Sites for Nature Conservation within 1 km of the Site 

 

2.2 PROTECTED SPECIES 

Table 2.2 summarises which species are notable considerations for any development of the survey 

area.  It also states whether these species are targeted by national or local Biodiversity Action Plans 

(BAPs) or afforded some protection under the NERC Act 2006.   

 

Species Local BAP? 
Species of 
Principal 

Importance? 

Is Species a Notable 
Consideration? 

Bats -  Yes   

Nesting Birds *  Yes 

Badger - - Yes  

Great crested newts -  Yes 

Reptiles -  Yes 

Water vole -  Yes 

White clawed crayfish -  Yes 

Dormice -  Yes  

*Only farmland birds are listed as a priority species 

Table 2.2: Summary of Ecological Importance of Species on Site 
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3. PROTECTION MEASURES 

 

The following Sections provide outline details of the Mitigation Strategies for each of the main 

ecological interests to be affected by the works.   

 

3.1 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 

As the Limekiln Wood Complex is approximately 670m west of the site it is not anticipated that it will 

be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed development. Therefore no special precautions need 

to be taken regarding this site.  

 

3.2  PROTECTED AND NOTABLE SPECIES 

Measures to protect the following species/groups of species are to be adopted: 

 

 Badgers;  

 Bats; 

 Nesting birds; 

 Reptiles;  

 White-Clawed Crayfish; 

 Dormice;  

 Great Crested Newts; and, 

 Notable Plants. 

 

3.2.1 Badgers 

The whole route has been inspected for badgers including areas within 30 m (excluding private 

gardens).  Only a few mammal tracks were found and it is considered badgers are not an impediment 

to the scheme. 

 

The route should be checked prior to works starting to ensure that no new setts have been excavated. 

 

3.2.2 Bats 

An inspection of the route and the location of the pumping station and the WWTW indicate there would 

be no need to remove any features bats could use for roosting purposes.  

 

3.2.3 Nesting Birds 

There are potential areas suitable for nesting birds which may be affected by the works. 

 

These areas include: 

 The hedgerow in Church Lane between   DC1.001 and IC01; 

 The hedgerow in Church Lane between MH08A and MH09; 
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 The hedgerow to be removed to install the pumping station in Church Lane;  

 The strip of scrub/ruderals/rough grass to the rear of the Hoath Hilll properties; 

 Breaches in hedges/introduced shrub to Hoath Hill frontages; 

 Breaches in hedges/introduced shrub to Solomon Lane frontages;  

 Hedgerow breaches either end of the recreation area; 

 Breach in hedge between Bonfire Field and Solomon’s Lane. 

 Area of scrub/woodland adjacent  to the river; and  

 Location of Crossing Farm Shared package Pumping Station. 

 

The vegetation is to be cut in the winter months (October – February inclusive) outside of the peak 

bird nesting season. Trees are to be pruned and scrub/shrubs coppiced to 150 mm high. Once cut the 

vegetation is to be kept short by repeated cutting as required or if appropriate the use of herbicides. 

 

If vegetation has to be cleared in the nesting season all vegetation needs to be surveyed for nesting 

birds by an appropriately experienced ecologist.  If a nesting bird is found an exclusion area will be 

installed appropriate to the species (envisaged to be approx 5 – 10 m in most cases.)  This will be 

monitored and only cleared once the birds have fledged or the nest abandoned from natural causes. 

 

3.2.4 Reptiles 

There are only limited areas of suitable reptile habitat identified such as: 

 Hedgerow margins; 

 Verges; 

 Scrub/woodland margins; 

 Grass/ruderal/scrub mosaic to rear of Hoath Hill properties; and. 

 Gardens (especially any overgrown ones or with compost heaps). 

 

Pre-start Surveys:  As the impacts are only to be temporary and the areas are to be re-instated the 

need for any detailed surveys should be restricted to: 

 The Strip of land to the rear of the Hoath Hill/Solomon’s lane properties.  This requirement will 

be reviewed once the route of the pipe is established (if it is located mainly within the arable 

areas it will not be required); and,  

 Parts of the Hoath Farm sections. 

In areas of low reptile risk the mitigation will be similar to that for amphibians. 

 

Potential Hibernation Areas:  The removal of potential hibernation areas (eg the sections of hedges 

and areas of scrub/shrub) are to be kept to a minimum.  Whilst the aerial parts should be cut in the 

winter the roots should not be removed until the spring when reptiles have come out of hibernation.  

These works should be supervised by an ecologist.   
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Any other features such as rubble piles, compost heaps etc. should be retained where possible, if not, 

they should be dismantled by hand in the presence of a suitably qualified ecologist in the spring when 

reptiles are active.  

 

Foraging Areas: All areas of verge/grass/ruderals to be affected should be cut to 25 mm high in the 

winter and then kept short to discourage reptiles from foraging/resting in these areas.  This can be 

achieved by repeat cutting or herbicide treatment. 

 

Any trench excavations should be capped with metal/plastic sheets to prevent reptiles falling in. 

 

Management of Excavated material:  Excavated material from the trenches should be taken to the 

compound area.  The compound area should be enclosed in amphibian exclusion fencing.  If 

excavated material is to be retained it should be examined for Reptiles prior to replacing it in the 

trenches. 

 

High Risk Areas 

In areas of high reptile density there will be a need to carry out exclusion and translocation.  This will 

be undertaken over the period April – September inclusive and the duration of the trapping period will 

be dependent upon the population levels found. 

 

3.2.6 White-Clawed Crayfish 

The surveys concluded that the river was sub-optimal for white-clawed crayfish but as a precaution the 

areas affected by the works (the river crossing) and the outlets from The WWTW (if required) should 

be minimised and a pre-start survey undertaken. 

 

3.2.7 Dormice 

There is the potential for dormice to be present within the hedges along Church Lane, Solomon’s Lane 

and the scrub/woodland either side of the river. No evidence of chewed hazel nuts was found. 

  

The breaches in the hedges will be small in most instances but the removal of a 20 m of hedge on the 

location of the proposed pumping station is a permanent impact of greater magnitude.  The removal of 

this section of hedge will not be a significant breach in any dispersal corridor as to the east the hedge 

becomes a garden boundary which terminates at the junction with Hoath lane after approximately 30 

m. 

 

Pre-start Surveys: Install hair tubes in the area of hedgerow to monitor for presence.  These should 

be monitored over a period of 4 – 6 weeks. 

Pre-start Preparation: Pollard hedge to 1 – 1.2 m in height to reduce the risk of birds attempting to 

nest. 
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The mitigation measures will include the following: 

 Direct search of hedgerow immediately prior to clearance works by a suitably qualified 

ecologist; 

 Removal of vegetation under supervision by a suitably qualified ecologist; 

 All vegetation is to be removed using hand held tools to avoid any dormouse on the ground 

being crushed. Areas with birds’ nests and squirrel drays to be felled cautiously as dormouse 

may be using such structures as a refuge; 

 If there are areas of extensive leaf litter, these will be carefully raked over to ensure no 

dormouse are amongst them and at risk of being trodden on, however this will not be 

necessary in wetter areas; and, 

 If a dormouse is found during the works it will be wrapped in nesting material and translocated 

to the nearest existing woodpile. 

 

All mitigation works will be undertaken in March/April.  

 

Post-development Mitigation: The hedgerow is to be replanted with a native species mix including a 

high proportion of hazel. 

 

3.2.8 GCN 

As the works are mainly temporary in nature and habitats are to be restored on completion it was 

considered only necessary to survey ponds within 250 m of the route.  In addition any ponds within 

500 m of the Proposed Pumping Station and the Waste Water treatment Works were also surveyed. 

 

The GCN HSI survey undertaken in December concluded all the ponds were poor suitability to support 

breeding GCNs and as such they are not a consideration.  There is however potential for other 

amphibians to be present. 

 

Excavations within 250 m of the ponds which will not impact upon hibernation habitat should be 

completed over the winter periods if possible.  

 

The removal of potential hibernation areas (e.g. the sections of hedges and areas of scrub/shrub) are 

to be kept to a minimum.  Whilst the aerial parts should be cut in the winter the roots should not be 

removed until the spring when amphibians have come out of hibernation.  These works should be 

supervised by an ecologist. 

 

All areas of verge/grass/ruderals to be affected should be cut to 25 mm high in the winter and then 

kept short to discourage amphibians from foraging/resting in these areas.  This can be achieved by 

repeat cutting or herbicide treatment. 

 

Any trench excavations should be capped with metal/plastic sheets to prevent amphibians falling in. 
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Excavated material from the trenches should be taken to the compound area.  The compound area 

should be enclosed in amphibian exclusion fencing.  If excavated material is to be retained it should 

be examined for amphibians prior to replacing it in the trenches. 

 

3.2.9 Notable Plants 

The area for the proposed WWTW should be surveyed for the presence of any notable plants. This 

will be undertaken in the spring/summer and any notable plants should be translocated. 

 

3.5 MONITORING AND REVIEW  

All elements of the mitigation and protection should be monitored throughout the development period 

with a view to assessing the efficiency of the proposed strategy and to inform future mitigation 

strategies/development master planning.  
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